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One student loves the non-competitive
academic atmosphere at Haverford Col-
lege that made learning much more enjoy-
able. Another student praises the intense
competition at UC San Diego, which moti-
vates her to do her best work.

Two great schools. But not great for every
student. Both of these students had done
their homework, made good matches and
are thriving.

When a student is in an environment
where he feels good about himself, he’s
more likely to be successful academically
and socially. It seems so obvious. But in
this time of high anxiety about college ad-
mission, students and parents often pur-
sue the most popular colleges and lose
sight of whether those schools are the
best matches for them.

Just as in romantic relationships, there’s
more than one potential match out there if
you remain open to possibilities. There’s
no perfect person or college. But there are
some very good schools (and people) that
offer opportunities for growth and satisfac-
tion.

Self-assessment is crucial to making a
good match. If you don’t know what you’re
looking for, chances are you won't find it.
While grades and possibly test scores are
major factors in college admission, it's im-
portant to use your heart as well as your
head to find the right school. This means
thinking about what kind of college experi-
ence you want.

A student who is more motivated by intel-
lectual curiosity than grades might like
Reed College, where students have to ask
if they want to know their grades. Or Ever-
green State College, where students

Making a Great College Match

receive narrative evaluations instead of

grades.

Someone who likes to get totally immersed in
a subject might like Colorado College or Cor-
nell College (in lowa), which operate on a
block plan, where students take a single sub-
ject for three and a half weeks.

For a student who does well when she likes
her teacher, but loses motivation if the teach-
er doesn’t inspire her, it might be important to
find a college with small classes, where pro-
fessors and students form close relationships.

There are many non-academic factors that
contribute to a student’s happiness in college.
A green, lush environment can be soothing
and lower stress levels. But some students
thrive on the excitement of an urban environ-
ment. Schools like George Washington Uni-
versity, Boston University and NYU offer all
the cultural resources of great cities, as well
as opportunities for internships at government
agencies, theater companies and corpora-
tions. The downside is that all this involve-
ment in the city means there’s less sense of
community on campus.

Social life is a major part of the college expe-
rience, and it's important to find a school
where there are people who share some in-
terests and values. A student who likes being
around artsy people might be drawn to Bard
College. A basketball fanatic might head for
Duke University, where students camp out for
days to get tickets for games.

These are just some of the factors that go
into making a good college match. It takes a
little more time and effort, but a student who
clarifies his educational goals, values and
interests is more likely to find a school that
will allow him to grow and realize his poten-
tial, as well as enjoy his college years.
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Career Paths for Film

Studies Majors

Cinematographer, producer or

assistant director

critic, professor, actor/actress,

arts journalist

Focus on Maijors: Film Studies

If you aspire to expose the world’s ills
through documentaries, have visions of
fame, fortune and financial reward, or
simply long to get paid for watching mov-
ies, Film Studies may be the major of your
dreams. Among the most popular and
competitive of college majors, film isn’t
just for those wanting to follow in the foot-

your education. Once you understand
your motivation, you’ll be ready to look at
what'’s out there.

Film curricula include courses such as
The History of Film, Music for Film & Tele-
vision, The Documentary, Introduction to
Animation, Television Production, Cine-
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Other programs focus almost entirely on
the technical aspects of film and other vis-

critic, professor, film archivist, talent
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ment lawyer (though, of course, law
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centrations in Animation, Post-Production,
and Sound. NYU’s Tisch School of the
Arts requires students to incorporate
courses in film history and criticism, film
production and script writing to obtain their
degrees. Alternatively, Chapman Universi-
ty’'s Dodge College requires applicants to
select from among degree options includ-
ing both BA and BFA programs in such
specialized areas as film studies, film pro-
duction, digital arts, producing, screen
writing, acting, and television and broad-
cast journalism.

Because film programs vary tremendous-
ly, carefully doing your research becomes
even more important. Before looking at
colleges, think about which aspects of film
interest you and how you’d like to use

continue to be fiercely competitive, as
growth will be slower than average over
the next seven to ten years. However, if
you're truly interested in studying film,
take heart. In a New York Times article,
Loyola Marymount’s former dean of the
School of Film and Television, Stephen
Ujlaki, expressed his belief that although
film students may not land jobs in the film
industry, studying film provides them “with
a knowledge of the arts and a business
savvy that will get them through lives that
are bound to move in unexpected direc-
tions.” As with most undergraduate ma-
jors, competing in the job market depends
on how well you put your coursework to
use.

Prepared especially for our clients and their families. The information included in this newsletter is general and does not constitute educational, financial, accounting, legal, or other
professional advice. Although it is intended to be accurate, neither the publisher nor any other party assumes liability for loss or damage due to reliance on the material contained
herein. Copyright © 2022 by The College Advisor, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Financial Matters: Consider Your Return on Investment

There are so many moving parts to a
student’s search for the ‘right’ college —
location, academic options, student
services, clubs and organizations, ca-
reer preparations — but none of them
matters if a family is unable to afford
that wonderful education. Attending
college is a privilege and one that costs
a great deal of money. For the most
part, when we enter into a costly ven-
ture such as purchasing a new car, a
house, or stock investments, the pros
and cons of that purchase must be
weighed heavily against the anticipated
return on our investment, or ROI. How
will the costs of that purchase compare
to the benefits of making that pur-
chase? In other words, how will the net
cost measure up against both potential
debt and potential earnings?

Many young people graduate with
thousands of dollars of debt and enter
into an employment placement that
typically provides an annual salary far
below that level of debt. This puts new
graduates into a very dangerous finan-
cial situation and impacts their ability to
start their career and purchase a car.
Students pursuing graduate degrees
may often find themselves in debt for
many years.

In order to come up with a realistic and
honest assessment of the costs for
each college under consideration, it is
important to first calculate the true total
cost of attendance - tuition, room,
board, fees, transportation, entertain-

ment and general living expenses such
as cell phone bills and travelling home
for the holidays. Expect that tuition will
rise, as well as fees and living costs.
Once you have a complete picture of
the total cost, then it’s time to review
the potential outcomes. Research ca-
reer opportunities and the job place-
ment support your college offers; re-
view annual salaries in your chosen
field; analyze the industry overall and
be aware of any growth or cutbacks in
your area of likely employment. If you
have to move to another part of the
country, what costs of living are associ-
ated with that location — compare
across all your possible geographic
locations. Finally, analyze overall
growth of salaries in your field, along-
side cost of living adjustments and in-
flation. Be honest with your analysis:
there is no point in entering into debt
for an industry that is on the decline.
Consider what happened to video
stores, printing, photo finishing and
telephone apparatus manufacturing as
a guide to declining industry.

Knowing how much aid you will receive
from a college is a critical piece of in-
formation in calculating return on in-
vestment. Submit your FAFSA as early
as possible, and read about options for
institutional aid — are there separate
scholarship applications to complete?
Know about the CSS Profile — does
your college require this in order to be
considered for institutional aid? Review
your financial aid package very careful-
ly. Understanding exactly the amount
of financial assistance you may receive
will be a big part of your calculations.
As you educate yourself on your future
employment possibilities, be guided by
the rule that says: never borrow more
than your anticipated first year’s salary.
If you find yourself outside of those

parameters, look into ways of reducing
your costs. Would accelerating your
studies save you more money? Many
high school students are able to gain
college credit by successfully passing
AP and CLEP exams, or by taking
classes at a community college while
still in high school. This will reduce the
time you have to spend in college to
obtain your degree. Can you get a job
during your college years? Would an in
-state college meet your needs and
keep you within your budget? Will the
“name” college yield a post-graduate
income higher than a similar degree
from a less prestigious institution? For
some people, money does not neces-
sarily represent success, and immedi-
ate financial success may not mean as
much as long-term satisfaction for
graduates such as entrepreneurs and
academics.

There are some helpful resources
online for you to investigate the US
News Best Value Listings 2022 Best
Value Colleges - National Universities |
US News Rankings and the Princeton
Review Best Value Colleges, Best Val-
ue Colleges 2021 Rankings | 200 Best
Value Colleges | The Princeton Re-
view.

At the end of the day, the benefits of a
college degree far outweigh the burden
of taking on some debt. The degree
represents a sound investment in your
professional future and financial well-
being. College graduates earn over
80% more over a lifetime than a high
school graduate, and employees with-
out degrees may find themselves una-
ble to advance in their fields and earn
more money. So is college worth it?
Absolutely, 100% yes! Just do your
research and learn as much as you
can about your investment.


https://www.usnews.com/best-colleges/rankings/national-universities/best-value
https://www.usnews.com/best-colleges/rankings/national-universities/best-value
https://www.usnews.com/best-colleges/rankings/national-universities/best-value
https://www.princetonreview.com/college-rankings/best-value-colleges
https://www.princetonreview.com/college-rankings/best-value-colleges
https://www.princetonreview.com/college-rankings/best-value-colleges
https://www.princetonreview.com/college-rankings/best-value-colleges
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Should You Take AP Tests?

During early May, high school students
around the world sit for Advanced Place-
ment (AP) exams. The College Board
runs the AP program, and provides teach-
ers with curriculum guides so that they
can cover the material students will be
required to know for the exams. At some
schools, students enrolled in AP classes
are required to take the AP exams, but it
makes sense to take them, even if not
required. You may do better than you
think, and after working hard in an AP
class all year, why miss out on the oppor-
tunity to receive college credit?

AP exams include a free response sec-
tion, which will be either problem-solving
or essay writing, as well as a multiple
choice section. The only exception is the
Studio Art exam, which consists of a port-
folio review.

Raw scores on the exams are converted
to a scaled score of one to five. Each col-
lege sets its own policy for granting credit,
but most will award credit for scores of
four or five. Some schools grant credit for
a score of three. The score required for
credit can vary by subject as well as by
college. Some of the most selective
schools have more restrictive policies for
awarding AP credit.

Some college applications, including the
Common Application, ask you to self-
report scores, though they are not official-
ly part of the admission process and may
be used only for placement. You need to
send official scores only the summer be-
fore you will be enrolling, so that the regis-

trar can evaluate the scores for credit at
that school. AP scores may be consid-
ered in the admission process at some
test-optional colleges. Students applying
to the UK may be required to submit AP
scores for direct entry.

If you have earned an AP Scholar award,
it is certainly worth noting in your applica-
tion. Being designated a National AP
Scholar is most impressive, as it requires
an average score of at least four on all AP
exams taken, and scores of four or higher
on eight or more exams.

Students who have taken a full load of AP
courses in high school often start college
with at least a semester’s worth of credits.
Some students even enter college with
sophomore standing. They may decide to
graduate early, saving tens of thousands
of dollars in tuition. Even if they plan to
spend four years in college, by placing out
of introductory courses they have the flex-
ibility to double-major or take a lighter
class schedule while doing an internship.

Students who have not taken an AP
course can still take an AP exam, so if
you are homeschooled or attend a high
school that does not offer AP courses, or
if you have studied a subject in depth on
your own, it is still possible to earn AP
credit. If you are thinking about taking an
AP exam and have not taken the course,
it would be helpful to read a description of
the exam, including questions and sample
answers from previous years, available on
the College Board website: http:/
www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/
ap/prep free.html. Tutoring for the AP
tests can be found on Youtube.



http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/ap/prep_free.htmlhttps:/apstudents.collegeboard.org/ap-exams-overview/practice-for-exams
http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/ap/prep_free.htmlhttps:/apstudents.collegeboard.org/ap-exams-overview/practice-for-exams
http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/ap/prep_free.htmlhttps:/apstudents.collegeboard.org/ap-exams-overview/practice-for-exams

